Joint Declaration

of the Russian Union of Journalists
and Independent Association of Georgian Journalists
concerning the reporting the military conflict between Russia and Georgia

Within the framework of the meeting between journalists and journalists’ unions affiliated to the
International Federation of Journalists from the European Neighborhood Region, taking place in
Berlin in November 6-9, 2009, the Russian Union of Journalists (RUJ) and the Independent
Association of Georgian Journalists (IAGJ) discussed the obstacles to truthful reporting during
the last military conflict (August, 2008) and the ongoing consequences and made the following
announcement:

Media must be free to report the conflict and its consequences independently and objectively.
Free and ethical journalism is vital for the eventual resolution of the conflict and reconciling the
divisions between people of the region.

The RUJ and IAGJ demand that both governments:

e immediately end all travel restrictions on journalists and allow all journalists access
to report freely from throughout the territory of Russia and Georgia;

e should guarantee the safety of all journalists reporting in the conflict zones as
required under UN Security Council Resolution 1738;

e immediately end the blocking of transmissions of all broadcasters.
The TAGJ and RUJ additionally demand:

o an end to anti-Russian and anti-Georgian war propaganda conducted in all media
especially governmental controlled;

o call for an independent review, of the misuse of media to promote war propaganda
and hate speech, done in co-operation with journalists unions, the IFJ and civil society
structures.

The RUJ and IAGJ commit themselves to develop initiatives to build confidence and dialogue
between professional journalists from Georgia and Russia that further joint understanding
between both nations.

The IAGJ and RUJ specifically underline the urgent need to organize a meeting to discuss the
reporting of the conflict and launch a detailed program of action to improve journalists’ rights
and media coverage of the conflict.

The International Federation of Journalists endorses the declaration and commits itself to support
its realization. All participating parties call on the OSCE, Council of Europe, the European
Union, UNESCO and other international structures to support this process.
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CoBmectnas Jexnapamus
Corosza xypuanucros Pocenn n Hesapucnmoi acconmammm sxypaasuctos I'pysun
00 ocBemenuH BOEHHOr0 KoH(pIKTa Me:kay Poccueii u I'pysneii

B pamkax eBpOIEHCKOH pPErHoHaJBHOM BCTPEYM JKYPHAIMCTOB M HKYPHAIHCTCKHX
COIO30B, BXOIAIMX B MexkayHaponHyro (enepanuio XypHAIHCTOB, mpomeameld 6-9 mHosbps
2009 r. B bepmune, Coro3z xypuammcror Poccum (COKP) m HesaBucumas accomuamnus
wypranucTo I'pysuu (HAXT) obcynmmm npensTcTBHS Ha IMyTH COPaBEUIMBOTO OCBEIICHHUS
BOEHHOrO KOH(mHKTa Mexny Poccweit w I'pysueit B asrycre 2008 roma, a Takke ero
IOCJIEACTBHH, U CHENANHN CIICAYIOIEe 3asBIcHHE.

Cpencrtea MaccoBoif wHGOpMAIM JIOIKHBL OBITH CBOOOJIHBIME JUISL TOTO, HYTOOBI
HE3aBUCHMO M OOBEKTHBHO OCBEIIAThH KOH(JIUKT U ero mocneacTeus. CBoOogHAS B dTHYeCKas
KYPHAIMCTHKA SBISICTCS OKH3HEHHO HEOOXOZMMOM [T OKOHYATEIBHOTO pPa3pelIcHHS
KOH()IMKTA ¥ IPUMHAPEHHS Pa3HOIIACHH B OTHOIICHHUSX MEJ/1y JIFOJBMH B PETHOHE.

CKP u HAXXT TpebyioT oT mpaBHTEILCTB 000HX TOCYJApCTB:

® HE3aMCIUTUTCIILHO IIPEKPATHTh BCE OTPAHHYCHMS HA Iepe/IBHKEHHE JKYPHAIUCTOB H
TPEIOCTABUTE BCEM JKYPHAIMCTaM BO3MOXKHOCTE JENATh CBOHM PETOPTAKH IO BCE TEpPUTOPHH
Poccuiickoit @enepanuu u I'pysun;

® rapaHTHPOBATh 0E30IACHOCTh BCEX MKYPHANHMCTOB, PabOoTAOIMX B KOH(IHKTHEIX
30Hax, cornacHo Pesomormum 1738 Cogera Oezomacaoctr OOH;

® He3aMeIIHTENBHO IPEKPaTHTh OrIoxupoBanue PETPAHCTIAIII BCEX
TenepanoBeIIaTeleH.

HAXT u CXKP Tarxoxe npu3bIBatOT:

® TMOJOXKHUTH KOHCH AaHTHPOCCHHCKOH M aHTHIPY3HHCKOH BOEHHON mnpomarad/e,
OPOBOMMMON B CPEACTBAX MaccoBOd MHGOpPMAIMH, B OCOOEHHOCTH, KOHTPOJHPYEMBIX
rOCYIapCTBOM;

® [IPOBECTH COBMECTHO C JKYPHAJIMCTCKHMM COrO3aMM, MexyHapoHoi (enepanueit
JKYPHAIMCTOB W CTPYKTYPAMH TIpPaKJAHCKOTO 0OINecTBA HE3aBHCHMOE PAcCMOTPEHHE
KOHKDETHBIX IIPOSBIEHHM BOCHHOW IIpOmAraHabl W pa3)KUIaHWs HEHABUCTH B CPEICTBaX
MaccoBOil WHGOPMAIHHL.

CKP u HAIZK obasyrorca pa3seBuBarh WHHIHATHBB IO HANAXKHBAHHIO JOBEPHS H
JIAAora Mex<ly npo(ecCHOHANBHBIMY JXypHanucTaMy ['py3un u Poccun B TENAX JOCTHIKEHHS
B3aUMOINIOHMMAHHUS MEXIY 000MMH HapoJaMH.

HAIOK u CXP nomuepkuBaioT CpOUYHYIO HEOOXOMMMOCTH TIPOBEJIEHHS BCTPEYH JUIS
o0cy:kneHus IpobIeM OCBEIIEHUS KOH(JINKTA H pa3paboTKu JIETATBHON MPOrpaMMBbl JeHCTBHM
T0 3aUIMTe MPaB XKYPHATHCTOB W YIIYUINEHAIO ocBenenns Koudaukra B CMIU.

Mesxyraposas Genepanus »ypHaIHMCTOB MOINEP KABACT HAacToAmyro Jlekmapamuio u
roTOBa COJEMCTBOBATH €€ pealn3aluu. YuacTeyromue crtoponbl npussiBaior OBCE, Cogser
Egponsl, Eeponeiickuii Coroz, FOHECKO, npyrue mexayHapoJiHble CTPYKTYPBI NOJUIEPKATE
3TOT NIPOLECC.,

Ot umenn Coroza Ot nmenn HesaBucumoit Ot mmenn MexryHapoiHoH
ypHaucToB Poccun ACCOIHAIHH KYPHATHCTOR (henepaliy XypHaJIACTOB
I'py3un
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